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Application Form

Community Contribution Grant Application
Community contribution grant applications are accepted year-round and awarded to eligible organizations in the 
Tri-Cities region for programs and events. Standard eligibility criteria applies. Award amounts do not exceed 
$1,500, and decisions are typically made within three weeks of your submitting your application.

Project Name* 
Tri-Cites Jazz &  Arts Expo

Total Project Cost* 
$6,700.00

Amount Requested from John Randolph Foundation* 
Your request should not exceed $1,500 - the maximum amount of a Community Contribution Grant.

$1,500.00

Service Area* 
Select all the communities that your project will serve with the funding requested.

Colonial Heights
Dinwiddie County
Fort Gregg-Adams (formerly Fort Lee)
Hopewell
Petersburg
Prince George County
Southern Chesterfield County
Varina

Applicant Profile* 
Applicants are considered to be new if they have never applied to JRF before, have been previously declined, or 
are applying for a new or different project.

New Applicant

Project Purpose* 
Briefly describe the purpose of the project.  Be sure to state the specific community need to be addressed.

Aligned with Jazz Appreciation Month, the purpose of the project is to recognize and celebrate the heritage 
and history of jazz through live performances and historical analysis.
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Project Narrative 
Please tell us about the purpose of your project. Be sure to address: community needs, target audience; timeline 
(one-time vs. annual vs. ongoing); and the outcomes you hope to achieve.

Project Purpose:  To recognize and celebrate the heritage and history of jazz through live performances and 
historical analysis in order to make connections between the high school band experience and the music 
business.The Jazz & Arts Expo will include live performances by high school and collegiate jazz ensembles, a 
screening of "Black Fire, The Documentary", and a post-screening discussion/Q&A with Black Fire Records 
founder, saxophonist, and international jazz icon J. Plunky Branch of Richmond, Virginia.

Community needs:  Career exploration for band and arts students who lack experiential learning 
opportunities due to the severe shortage of diverse cultural resources in the local community 

Target audience:  High school band/jazz ensemble students from the Tri-Cities and surrounding counties.

Timeline:  Friday, April 26, 2024, 7 pm-10 pm

Outcomes:  The students will be able to perform and think critically about jazz within a context that includes 
the history and aesthetics of the art form, while demonstrating how jazz music functions as a cultural asset; to 
meet and engage in discussion with J. Plunky Branch, an internationally renowned jazz musician who is from 
Richmond, Virginia and who has successfully charted a career as a professional musician; to learn about the 
music and history of African-Americans; to learn about the development of contemporary music from earlier 
music forms; and to learn about the music business and careers in the music industry.

Performance Objectives* 
What specific actions or activities will this grant fund? Please quantify as much as possible, using bullet points 
when applicable. 

The grant will fund the following activities:
- Documentary Screening Fee -  $500
- Marketing & Promotions (social and print media) - $500
- Coordination - $500

Project Budget* 
Please provide a line by line budget of how the requested funds will be spent using your own format. Please 
provide further explanation in the text box.

The total project budget is $6,700 as itemized below:
Documentary Screening Fee - 500
Artist Fee (post-screening discussion and Q&A with J Plunky Branch) - 1200
Marketing & Promotions (print and social media) - 500
Coordination - 2850
Miscellaneous Expenses - 500
Building Rental (In-kind) - 500
Custodian (In-kind) - 400
School security officer (In-kind) - 250

Of the total project budget, $1500 is being requested for the Community Contribution Grant as itemized 
below:
Document Screening Fee - 500
Marketing & Promotions (print and social media) - 500
Coordination - 500
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Other Project Funders* 
Please list any other funders supporting this project and the respective funding amounts (may be estimated).

The project is being funded by private donors and fundraising efforts of Black Hope VA and 725 Arts & 
Culture in the following amounts;

2500 - Private Donations
1350 - Black Hope VA
1350 - 725 Art & Culture

Additional Documents (Optional) 
COMBINE MULTIPLE FILES INTO ONE ATTACHMENT PLEASE. If you would like to share additional documents, such 
as an event flyer, program pictures, newsletters, etc., please upload them here and briefly explain how they relate 
to your request. Please combine your files before uploading.

jrf-cc-combined-doc-jazzartexpo (3).pdf
Please see uploaded file.

For New Applicants
Organization's Mission Statement* 
Branches of the Arts, Inc. (BOTA) is a tax-exempt non-profit arts organization whose mission is the 
development, production and promotion of the arts as cultural, educational, and business resources. BOTA 
provides programs and services to raise the profile of Black music and Black art as a source of enlightenment 
for the entire community.

Type of Organization* 
IRS-Designated 501(c)(3) Public or Private Charity

Tax-Exempt Status 
Upload documentary evidence of IRS tax-exemption, for example, IRS 501c(3) Letter of Determination; or fiscal 
sponsorship by an IRS-designated tax exempt organization. Government entities or instrumentalities must provide 
a letter of support/recommendation from the local governing body.  Faith-based organizations must provide a 
letter of support/recommendation from the governing board of the organization. Applications that fail to meet this 
requirement will not be considered.

branches-of-the-arts-letters.pdf

Electronic Signature
Enter your full name, job title, and date of submission.
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Name* 
Katina L. Moss

Title* 
Principal

Date* 
04/03/2024

Confirmation* 
By entering your signature information above and clicking "I Agree" below, you certify that the statements 
contained in this application are true and correct to the best of your knowledge and belief.

I Agree
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File Attachment Summary
Applicant File Uploads
•   jrf-cc-combined-doc-jazzartexpo (3).pdf
•   branches-of-the-arts-letters.pdf
 



Jazz + Art Expo 2024

Jazz + Art Expo began in 2016 as a collaboration between K. Moss &
Associates, LLC and the Hopewell High School Band Program.

Jazz + Art Expo 2024 is a collaboration between K. Moss & Associates,
The Hopewell High School Band Program, 725 Arts & Culture, and
Branches of the Arts as fiscal sponsor.

Event Flyer



Flyers, Photos, Marketing & Promos
from Jazz + Arts Expo 2016 to 2019























725 Arts & Culture Programming with J. Plunky Branch

AFRICAN-AMERICAN MUSIC SEMINAR

J. PLUNKY BRANCH



725 ARTS AND CULTURE
804-295-1769 cell

J. PLUNKY BRANCH

African-American Music Concerts & Lecture Demonstrations

J. Plunky Branch presents African-American music concert lectures, presented by 725 Arts and
Culture for elementary through high school grade levels. He is a professional musician
performing, toured, lectured and produced recordings for over 50 years. As a soloist and with
his ensembles, his age-appropriate presentations demonstrate instrumental proficiency; inform
students about the history and aesthetics of Black music, and inspire students to appreciate how
music functions as a cultural asset and enriches their lives.
Branch’s school concerts cover various topics and can be targeted for Black History Month,
special events, or related to other core curriculum subjects. The presentations are ideal for



assembly programs and can be scaled down for individual classroom lessons. Costs for the
presentations range from $2,500-$7,500

Over the years, thousands of students have enjoyed learning about African and jazz
music, clapping polyrhythms, singing, improvising, and gaining new cultural perspectives. And
teachers and administrators have marveled at their students’ rapt attention and lasting
impressions and how well the lecture demonstrations reinforced their regular lessons.

The J. Plunky Branch concert lectures relate to Virginia’s Music Standards of Learning
(SOL) for public schools, particularly in a cultural context, music theory, judgment and criticism,
and aesthetics. The concert lectures supply information which will assist in achieving at least
four of the Music SOL goals, including having students: 1) Exercise critical thinking skills by
investigating and analyzing all facets of the music discipline; 2) Demonstrate an understanding
of the relationship of music to history and culture; 3) Make connections between music and other
fields of knowledge; and, 4) Demonstrate the ability to apply aesthetic criteria for making artistic
choices.

Program Topics Available

1. The History of African-American Music - The most popular and widely acclaimed of the J.
Plunky Branch school programs is this concert lecture that traces the development of Black
music from Africa to the present. Beginning with African culture and the principles and rhythms
of its music, the concert moves to the experiences and music of Black slaves in America.
Performances, improvisations, and discussions of blues, the Jazz Age, swing, and modern jazz
are followed by examples of original rhythm and blues, and hip-hop examples. Student
questions are entertained, and interaction with the music is encouraged. For younger audiences,
African instruments are demonstrated and compared with modern instruments. Students see and
hear how sounds, pitches, and music are produced on the instruments. Listening skills are
developed through clapping exercises and playing a “name that tune” game using excerpts of
nursery rhymes and current popular songs.

2. An Introduction to African Music - A lecture demonstration of the principles and
characteristics of traditional African music and instruments.

3. An Introduction to Music - A concert presentation introducing younger audiences to
music, professional musicians, and instruments and exploring ways to listen to and
appreciate music.

4. Music and Band Student Workshops - Informal sessions with music students on
techniques, practice and rehearsal methods, improvisation, etc., and music careers.

5. Making an African Instrument - Students are shown how to make an African shekere
(shaker). The students then play their own handmade instruments along with the artists.

6. An Introduction to African and African-American Art - A slide presentation and
exhibit of Black visual art.



7. The Harlem Renaissance - An audio-visual presentation with live music on the
development of the Black Arts movement in Harlem, New York, during the 1920s.

8. Controversy in Music - A challenging concert/lecture on contemporary issues involving
jazz and 'Gangsta' rap music.

9. Music as Communication - A Message in Our Music - A concert and a discussion of
the lyrical content and songs' political, social, and emotional intent.

10. Electronics, Computers, and Digital Technology in Today’s Music - A demonstration
of the use of technology in the composition and performance of popular music.
11. Under the Radar- A survey of Afro-Cuban Music – Screening and discussion of
Plunky’s documentary film on Afro-Cuban music.

These programs are suitable for groups of various sizes, from one class to a full auditorium.
The content and format can be adapted to directly relate to specific curriculum subjects,
including: history, social studies, language arts, science and special education.

Program Fees: $2500 for J. Plunky Branch solo presentations; $4,500 for quartet; $6,500 for
Plunky& Oneness; for single programs. Add 25% for back-to-back performances in the same
location. Special guest artists are available for additional fees. Presenter must provide stage
area, sound system, food and beverages, and travel allotment.

Program Objectives

To generate greater interest and appreciation of African and African-American
history and culture
To promote an appreciation of the impact Black music has had on the development of music
and the music business

Familiarization with the aesthetic principles of Black music and art
To foster an understanding of the functional relationships between Black music and

art and other cultural modes, media and activities

Specific Objectives

The students will see and hear demonstrations of the four types of African
instruments and their modern-day counterparts

The students will become more familiar with the music and history of
African-Americans

The students should gain greater insight into the development of contemporary music
from earlier music forms

The students will gain insight into the business of music and career opportunities in
the music industry



Comments and Evaluations

"You were a breath of fresh air. You held our students spellbound. I watched their responses to
you and have not seen them any more responsive and anxious to participate in a learning
environment."
- Elementary School Principal

"For several days afterward, the students and staff were commenting on how enlightening the
program was on African musical heritage."
- Middle School Principal

School System Evaluations:

"Absolutely Wonderful! Please bring them back!"

"Wonderfully informative as well as enjoyable."

"This was one of the BEST events we've had at school in several years!!!"

"Mr. Plunky was an excellent "teacher", a talented performer, and we all were enchanted with
him and his program."

"The performance was wonderful and very age appropriate. It was quite obvious that Mr.
Branch and group feel a real commitment to public education and to young people.'

J. Plunky Branch is a versatile saxophonist, vocalist, composer, producer and lecturer. He has
released 25 record albums and recorded for television. His band, Plunky& Oneness, has opened
shows for some of the biggest names in popular Black music, including Ray Charles, Patti
Labelle, B.B. King, the Pointer Sisters, Frankie Beverly and Maze, and others. Plunky is a
two-time recipient of Jazz Fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts. He has toured
for the Virginia Commission for the Arts, the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts and the Ghana
National Commission on Children. He has taught music in the Richmond Public Schools, been
an instructor of commercial music and director of the jazz ensemble at Virginia Union University
and he has taught Afro-American music history at Virginia Commonwealth University. Plunky
wrote and directed the award-winning feature-length documentary Under the Radar – A Survey
of Afro-Cuban Music. The Library of Virginia selected J. Plunky Branch as one of the 2015
Strong Men & Women in Virginia History.

References upon request
G. Khari Nkabinde, President

725 Arts and Culture.org

Khari@725artsandculture.org

(804)295-1769(C)
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